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It is with great pride and                 
pleasure that the CADOS                 
Committee present this                   
souvenir to mark the centenary 
of the wonderful community 
venue, Mornington Hall. 

As part of our commemorations, 

we secured a generous grant 

from Waltham Forestôs óMake It 

Happenô initiative. This enabled 

us to research into the hallôs his-

tory and commission a film-maker 

and writer to create a short                   

documentary and a play-script 

that aim to capture the way the 

hall has been used over the                      

decades and what it has meant to 

our local Chingford Community. 

CADOS continues to rely upon 

the dedicated voluntary efforts of 

its members to maintain the hall 

for use as a performance space 

and a venue for local groups. We 

hope this anniversary will raise 

awareness of the importance of 

these community spaces and               

ensure that they are treasured  

and invested in for many more 

decades to come . 
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This brochure has been created by 
CADOS as a souvenir for the occasion 
of the 100th Anniversary of                               
Mornington Hall. It captures some of 
the research undertaken into the                           
history of the hall between 1924-
2024.  Thanks go to the London Bor-
ough of Waltham Forest and the 
ôMake It Happenõ Grant that has 
supported these commemorations 
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1920s / 1930s 



 

MORNINGTON SCHOOL 

A SCHOOL FOR CHINGFORDõS GIRLS & BOYS 

 

 

Mornington School, later known as                 
Mornington Hall, was erected at the end of 
Green Walk in 1924. The Chingford                       
Historical Society records show that the 
school, if not the Hall, was in existence                 
earlier.  
They have found reference that pupils                          
performed a clever and pretty dance in                        
character costume in the Church Hall in the 
Ridgeway and the United Services Club in 
1921, and in 1923 there was a floral display at 
the Jubilee Retreat where pupils from the 
school entertained with dancing.  
The school was promoted as taking children 
from 3 years old and offering ógroundworkô for 
Public and Secondary School as well as 
ócharacter training and happinessô, and a range 
of activities including tennis, netball, hockey, 
cricket, swimming and summer excursions to 
places of interest. 
Emphasis was placed on the qualifications of 
the Mistresses and inclusivity (something very 
much valued within the use of the hall today),  
due to moderate fees that were charged. 
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Photo circa 1918 showing the site for what would later be Mornington School 

1930s advert for the new school 



Sources show how 
the school took 
pride in developing 
pupils for enrolment  
in Woodford High 

School,                             
Walthamstow High 
School, Bancrofts 
School and George 
Monoux Grammar 
School, and quotes 
the figure of 90               
pupils gaining                 
places in these 
prestigious                                   

establishments.    
The main hall is                       
created for the               

classroom areas, with 
an additional building 
being added as a 
school house for the 
two Mistresses at 
some point after 

1930. 
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MORNINGTON SCHOOL 

THE SCHOOL BUILDING OPENS IN 1924 

Ariel photograph of Chingford Green from 
1928 showing the Mornington School building 

A further photograph of the school                           
from 1930  

The school is equipped for the modern 20th Century                    
era and promotes the installation of electric light and                  
central heating, all of which has required much                         

maintenance 100 years later. 



 

MURIEL NIX, THE HEADMISTRESS  

A GOOD GROUND WORK IN EDUCATION 

Teacher registration      
records show that prior 
to running Mornington 
School, Muriel Nix was 
an Assistant Mistress 
from 1912 at the Royal 
Infant Orphanage in  
Wanstead (having left 
Cardiff School for Girls). 
She then became Head                     
Mistress there for from 
1918-1920.                           
Donald Gristôs 1974 book 
óA Victorian Charityô,          
describes experiences of 
life in the orphanage, 
(previously known as    
Wanstead Infant Orphan 
Society). 

The orphanage and school 
was divided into separate 
areas for boys and girls 
with Miss Nix overseeing 
the Matron and other staff 
who undertook the care 
and education of the            
female pupils. In the book 
an óold girlô recalls how the 
curriculum ran parallel to 
the boys with the basics of 
English, Geography,                    
History and Mathematics 
alongside cooking,                 
needlework, laundry                                 
management, music,                
gardening, gymnastics, 
swimming, hockey, tennis 
and croquet and describes 

this as a ógood ground 
work in educationô. It is 
clear that Muriel carried 
these educational ideas 
forward when she set up 
Mornington School a few 
years later. 
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WANSTEAD ROYAL INFANT ORPHANAGE 

A BLUEPRINT FOR A SCHOOL 
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During Muriel Nixôs                
tenure, as Headmistress, 
Edith Hunt became one 
of her staff members.          
Donald Gristôs book paints 
some vivid pictures of life 
at the school that clearly 
informed the plans for the 
subsequent Mornington 
School.                          
The girl's playground is     
described as including an 
area of grass with swings 
and a see-saw.           
Meals in the dining hall 
were listed as: breakfast 
and tea consisting of bread 
and dripping with watered 
milk or cocoa and set 

meals each day of the 
week including: cold meat, 
beetroot and stewed      
rhubarb; stew and potato 
and bread & butter                      
pudding; roast beef with 
greens and rice pudding; 
roast mutton, boiled rice, 
haricot beans and plain 
suet pudding with golden 
syrup.                                   
Anecdotes include:   
 

Two boys found in girls 
classroom who were              
given twelve strokes on 
their bare behinds and  
given one weekôs              
ostracism from their                       
fellows. 

Prize Day, where awards 
were given for Oxford                
Examinations and                        
successes in the Wanstead 
Industrial and Art                            
Exhibition. A band played 
on the lawn and after tea 
boys were allowed to                  
mingle freely with the girls.  
 

Miss Smith, a Head                  
Mistress, prior to Miss 
Nixôs appointment was 
forced to leave after óa 
scandalous state of affairsô 
around her association with 
Captain Martin. Miss               
Kerswell was reprimanded 
for gossiping and óbranding 
both with the stigmaô. 



MISS HUNT, A SCHOOL MISTRESS 

THE PREFERED TEACHER 

A number of photographs exist 
of the staff at the orphanage. 
They slightly pre-date the time 
of Muriel and Edith, but give an 
idea of the presentation of 
teachers at the time. Queen 
Mary visited at the time when   
Muriel was Headmistress and 
thus the school gained its royal 
title.                                                            
Miss Hunt is given a particular 
mention in further recollections 
from Gristôs book:                                                           
ñMy formal education began                
under Miss Hunt aided by an 
even stricter disciplinarian Miss 
Kerswell. I do not remember 
learning to read but I know I was 
expected to reproduce in my 
copybook letters and maxims in 
the copperplate writing of the 
time. Few of the maxims have 
remained with me, but I do not 
think I shall ever free myself 
from their pressure and                   
urgency. My friends say my  
writing is almost unreadable. 
Details of the very elementary 
arithmetic I must have learned 
escape me except the chant of 
the multiplication table. I have 
an impression that I preferred 
Miss Hunt to Miss Kerswellò. 
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Queen Maryôs visit to the orphanage 1920 

Matron and staff ï circa 1900-1910    

Miss Dalley, the Matron, and her Junior                   
Female Staff ï circa 1910 



 

WANSTEAD ROYAL INFANT ORPHANAGE 

CHARACTER BUILDING  
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Muriel Nix taught at the orphanage from 1912 and no doubt developed her educational 
ethos in readiness for headship and then setting up her own school.                                                 

Photos clockwise from top left: 1909 laundry class, 1843 illustration of the original                     
orphanage, 1911 Prize Day, 1920 Nursery class, 1910 Dining Hall,1909 Junior Girlôs          

Classroom, 1909 Cookery class,  
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Muriel Nix 



A PAIR OF SINGLE MINDED WOMEN  

Edith was born in Dover in 1876 and 
was the daughter of an insurance 
agent. Both she and her elder sister, 
Gertrude became teachers and neither 
of them was married 

Edith was a school mistress at                  
Wanstead Infant Orphanage from the   
early 1900s, when she was in her 30s and 
her time there coincided with Muriel Nix. 
Her description as being a preferred 
teacher is maybe what drew Muriel                       
towards forming a professional partner-
ship with her  

The census in 1921 (after Murielôs                 
headship ended and before the plans for 
Mornington School were in place) shows 
them both as visitors at a house 17                
Cranworth Gardens in Brixton. Both of 
them would have been in their 40s and 
are indicated as being single, with their 
occupations as school mistresses.  

In 1924, Edith opens Mornington School 
as co-principal along with Muriel. Kellyôs                 
directory in 1925 shows her also living 
with Muriel at óHeydorô in Endlebury Road, 
Chingford and her O (occupationô) as                
being at Mornington School. The                           
advertisements for the school during the 
1930s show that both women were clearly 
proud of the varied education they offered, 
as well as the number of pupils who they 
were able to assist into carrying on to              
secondary and public schools  

At the start of WW2 in the 1939 census, 
she is shown as living in Endlebury Road 
with Muriel, but at some point it seems 
she returned to what is likely to be her                     
family home with her sister Gertrude in 
Egham, Surrey.  

Records have not revealed how she spent 
her retirement years, but her will shows 
acknowledgement of her years spent with 
Muriel. 

Edith died in 1954 at the age of 78. 
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Muriel was born in Eastbourne in 1880,  
4 years after Edith. He father, John, 
was a jeweller and she had a brother 
Bertram. It seems she may have been 
educated at a boarding school in               
Camberwell, South London and                    
records from 1895 also indicate she 
was a pupil at Warden Court Girls 
School in Cuckfield, Sussex  

There is reference to her teaching in               
Cardiff , Monmouthshire in 1911 and then 
at Wanstead Infant Orphange in 1912, 
where she met Edith. In 1918, she                      
became Headmistress. A previous                        
Headmistress, Miss Smith, appears to 
have left under a cloud amidst some 
óscandalousô circumstances and Muriel 
took charge for two years until 1920. 

It is not clear what Muriel did in the                          
intervening 4 years until the opening of 
Mornington School; perhaps the planning 
of this venture dominated her time. 

The school was taken over by Chingford 
Urban District Council in 1939. This                   
coincides with the publication of her                 
childrenôs book óMrs Winkle and Other     
storiesô published by A.H. Stockwell; a 
copy of which resides in the British Library 

She was back in Eastbourne during the 
war and a copy of the Eastbourne Herald 
from 1957 refers to her wartime activities 
involving her support for the Womenôs 
Voluntary Service by changing the win-
dow displays in their HQ ñto draw atten-
tion to some of the many activities of the 
women in the familiar green uniformò. 

Remaining creative and with the                           
development of children still in mind, she 
was a contributor to the óSwiftô Annuals in 
the 1950s which contained stories and          
articles for a young readership. 

This full and fulfilling life ended in 1979, 
when Muriel died in Eastbourne on 24th 
September. 

WE OWE THIS PLACE TO THEM 



EDITH MARGARET HUNT 

 

Edith was born on the 16th October 
1876 at 35 Winchelsea Street,                   
Hougham in Kent.  

Her will shows her residing at 41 Grange 
Road, Egham in Surrey along with her                   
sister Gertrude. There are no records of 
Edith marrying or having children.                           
Although, it is not known exactly what  
happened to Edith after her time at                 
Mornington School (which would have 
closed when Edith was in her 70s), its is 
clear that her bond with Muriel remained 
strong from their time teaching together, as 
Edith leaves part of her monies to óher 
friendô, then living in Eastbourne.  

tŀƎŜ мн aŀȅ нлнп 

41 Grange Road, Egham, Surrey 

35 Winchelsea Street, Hougham, Kent 

EDITHôS BIRTH CERTIFICATE 1876 

EDITHôS WILL 1953 

Edith retired 
to her home in 
Surrey.                     

It seems fitting 
that the                 
modest                  

bungalow has 
something of 
the look of 
Mornington 
Hall about it . 


